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“EL PECHO DE ORO” SENTENCED TO MANDATORY LIFE IN FEDERAL PRISON
FOR COMMITTING THREE SAN ANTONIO DRUG-RELATED MURDERS

(SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS) Today, United States District Judge Fred Biery sentenced 35-year-
old  HUGO VILLARREAL-SOLIS (a.k.a. “El Pecho de Oro” or “Chest of Gold”)–the ringleader
of a massive drug trafficking organization based in San Antonio–to mandatory life in federal prison
without parole for murder, drug distribution and money laundering.  Judge Biery also sentenced
two hired assassins for the Villarreal-Solis organization–31-year-old JOSE ABEL RODRIGUEZ
and 31-year-old ROBERTO LOPEZ RIVERA a.k.a. “Raton” or “Rat– to life in federal prison
without parole for murder in furtherance of the drug distribution conspiracy.

“Villarreal-Solis is a vicious criminal who is responsible for the murders of at least three
people and who controlled a brutal criminal enterprise which imported large quantities of illegal
narcotics into our country,” stated United States Attorney Johnny Sutton.  “Our community will be
safer now that he and his associates are permanently off the streets,” he added.

A federal jury convicted the three men on February 28, 2002. From 1992 to 2000, members
of the marijuana conspiracy imported, transported and distributed more than 1,000 kilograms of
marijuana in San Antonio, Atlanta, Georgia and elsewhere.  Villarreal-Solis organized the
importation from Mexico, transportation, storage, and distribution of more than 10,000 pounds of
marijuana during the eight-year period. The defendants used commercial tractor trailers, rental cars,
private vehicles, and commercial bus lines to transport their drugs.  Evidence presented at trial also
revealed that the defendants conducted various financial transactions in an effort to conceal the
source of the drug proceeds and to promote further drug trafficking.

Villarreal-Solis and Rodriguez were convicted of the February 28, 1997, murders of Jorge
Ruvalcaba and Cesar Blake.  Ruvalcaba and Blake were killed as they sat in a car outside the Copa
Cabana Night Club on South Zarzamora in San Antonio.  Villarreal-Solis, through his subordinates,
solicited Rodriguez and Guillermo Recio to murder Ruvalcaba.  Ruvalcaba died immediately and
Blake died after being transported to a nearby hospital.  Guillermo Recio was himself murdered in a
drive-by shooting in San Antonio on November 29, 1998.

Villarreal-Solis and Rivera were convicted of the July 6, 2000, murder of Idelfonso
“Poncho” Chavarria in San Antonio.  The jury found that Villarreal-Solis solicited Lopez Rivera to
murder Chavarria and that Rivera committed the murder using a .45 caliber weapon.  During
sentencing today, Judge Biery also ordered Villarreal-Solis to pay for Chavarria’s  funeral expenses.
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In addition, the jury granted the forfeiture of proceeds of Villarreal-Solis’criminal activity
including, but not limited to: 1) the residence and property located at 2749 Oaks Island Drive in San
Antonio; 2)  the residence and property located at 244 Rolling Oaks Lane in San Antonio; 3)
$98,986.26 in his bank account; and 4) approximately $6,795 in jewelry, including a gold pendant
bearing the name “El Pecho de Oro,” and gold coins seized from a safety deposit box. 

This case was the result of a lengthy cooperative investigative effort among: the San
Antonio Police Department Patrol, Narcotics and Homicide Divisions; Texas Department of Public
Safety Special Crimes Division; Drug Enforcement Administration; Internal Revenue Service-
Criminal Investigation; United States Customs Service, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms;
Texas National Guard; Immigration and Naturalization Service; and other federal, state and local
agencies. Assistant United States Attorneys Jason Davis, Joey Contreras, and Sam Ponder
prosecuted this case on behalf of the Government.
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